The Filson Historical Society’s 3rd Annual High School Essay Contest

Dear High School History Teacher:




August 12, 2011

We listened. This year’s Filson Historical Society High School Essay Contest has been revised to better meet your needs and those of your students. 

· The scope is much broader so you can tailor the essay subject to meet the demands of your curriculum.
· The contest will be held in the fall so participants and especially the winners can include their awards as a notable achievement on their college applications. Essays are due Friday, December 2, 2011. Winners will be notified in early January, though the formal awards presentation will be made at the Gertrude Polk Brown Lecture in spring 2012.

· In addition to the $1000 dollar prize for first place, and two $250 prizes for the runners-up, there is an added $100 award to the winning student’s sponsoring teacher to recognize your important contribution to the quality of your student’s work.
· The winning essay will be published on The Filson website.
My thanks to the many teachers—including David Green of North Oldham High School, Allison Hunt of DuPont Manual High School, and Tom Miron of St. Francis High School—who advised us how to improve the contest so that it better contributes to their teaching and their students’ understanding of the importance of history.

Please contact Scott Scarboro at The Filson (635-5083; sscarboro@filsonhistorical.org) if you have questions regarding the contest. I look forward to your participation and to reading the winning essays.
Sincerely yours,
Louise Gardner, Chair

Essay Contest Committee

Attached are the contest overview and rules and an excellent article, “Why History?” by David McCullough

